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P r e f a c e

The Second Crystallographic Symposium 
(NCS’10) was organized by the Faculty of 
Chemistry of Sofia University “St.Kl.Ohridski”, 
under the aegis of the Bulgarian Crystallographic 
Society (BCS). In accordance with the resolutions 
of the First Crystallographic Symposium (NCS’09), 
the event scope was extended with international 
paticipation. The organizers of NCS’10 invited 
leading researchers from abroad to inspire the 
interdisciplinary audience and attract young 
researchers to this important field of science. The 
invited speakers were Prof. Bernt Krebs (University 
of Münster, Germany), Prof. Mois Aroyo 
(University of the Basque Country, Bilbao, Spain), 
Prof. Boriana Mihailova (University of Hamburg, 
Germany), Prof. Ramiza Rastsvetaeva (Institute 
of Crystallography RAS, Moscow, Russia), Dr. 
Stanislav Ferdov (University of Minho, Portugal), 
and Dr. Milen Gateshki (Application Specialist, 
PANalytical).

Main purpose of the meeting was to create 
background for the crystallographic community 
in Bulgaria to meet and share knowledge and 
experience in modern crystallographic approaches 
of matter study achieved by scientists from national 
research institutes and universities in the fields of 
crystallography, crystal chemistry, crystal physics, 
mineralogy and materials science.

NCS’10 offered the opportunity for young 
scientists in various disciplines of Crystallography 
to present their research and exchange new ideas 
during the round table discussions. The most 
outstanding presentations from young scientists in 
all topics were awarded.

NCS’10 was organized with the assistance 
of University of Sofia – Faculty of Chemistry; 
Earth and Man Museum, Sofia; UNION project; 

Geological Institute – BAS; Institute of General and 
Inorganic Chemistry – BAS; Institute of Mineralogy 
and Crystallography – BAS. Invaluable help was 
received by our sponsors – PANalytical, ТЕАМ 
OOD, Labexpert.

NCS’10 included three days of presentations 
and discussions, while giving the chance to see the 
crystal collection of “The Earth and Man National 
Museum” in Sofia at the same time. The Scientific 
program of the Second National Crystallographic 
Symposium was composed of Keynote invited 
lectures, Oral presentations and Poster session. 

NCS’10 was attended by almost 100 
participants from different institutes of Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences, Sofia University, Plovdiv 
University, University of Mining and Geology 
and Bourgas University. 

Reported were 22 oral presentations and 30 posters 
reflecting the recent state of the crystallographic 
studies in Bulgaria, including presentations of 
considerable number of young scientists.

The contributions presented at the Second 
National Crystallographic Symposium were given 
the opportunity to be published in a special issue of the 
Journal “Bulgarian Chemical Communications”. 
The acceptance of the papers was based on the 
Journal’s normal reviewing procedure with Guest 
editor Prof. Tony Spassov.

We very much hope that this issue representing 
the accepted full text papers reveals the high quality 
work of the Bulgarian crystallographers and is a good 
basis for provoking business interest in investment 
in production of high technological materials. 

We are looking forward to successful organization 
of the Third National Crystallographic Symposium 
(http://bgcryst.com/symp11/) to be held in Sofia, 
October 3–5, Sofia. 

Prof. Tony Spassov,
Guest editor of the special issue of the Journal 

Bulgarian Chemical Communications.


